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of municipal administration has aroused in our nation
Every municipality has an individuality of its own, eve]
though it may include a number of men who did not originall;
belong to it." l

This Prussian system has been highly praised by com
petent observers ; it may well serve as a training in practica
politics, and as a field for the political ambitions of th<
ordinary man. Treitschke, however, does not seem to as!
himself the very natural question whether it will always b<
possible to base the two halves of government on radical!]
different principles; to make self-government the rule ii
local politics, and paternal government the rule in nationa
affairs. This contradiction existed in the Prussia that li<
knew. Did it follow that the contradiction would always
be accepted as natural and necessary ? True he woulc
tolerate free criticism of the central government, and onlj
objected to giving the critics a weapon by which they coulc
compel the Government to justify itself or else to yield. Ir
this way he hoped to secure stability for the State. A less
optimistic theorist might be inclined to ask whether such 2
system would not lead directly and inevitably to revolutions
A paternal government becomes too confident of its own
wisdom; a populace which is tired of merely airing its
grievances becomes bitterly hostile to the Government.

1 Politik, ii. pp. 509-12.